
Once upon  
a time there  

was an artist

Artist Pack



A maze, your local charity 
supporting families with 
disabled children, has 

partnered with Wild in Art to bring 
you The Story Trail – a free, fun  
and family-friendly adventure.

Between September and  
November 2026, you can uncover  
a city-wide gallery of more than  
30 giant BookBenches. Each one 
is an open book, designed by a 
talented local artist and waiting to  
be discovered. The story continues 
with a heartwarming collection 
of smaller BookBenches, lovingly 
decorated by local schools and 
community groups, adding their  
own chapters to our city’s tale. 

That’s where you come in. You are 
invited to make your submission  
to decorate a BookBench before  
it is put on display for eight weeks 
in Autumn 2026; your design will 
contribute to a fun and engaging 
large-scale public art trail in Brighton 
& Hove - engaging with tourists, 
visitors and local communities.

By supporting the trail, you help write 
a brighter chapter for local families.  
In Sussex, one in six families navigates 
the daily challenges of raising a child 
with a disability or special educational 
needs (SEND). Amaze helps them 
navigate the daily challenges of 
raising a child with SEND. We are 
unique, in that you don’t need a 
formal diagnosis to get our support.

About the  
art trail

In Autumn 2026, the streets, parks,  
and open spaces of Brighton & Hove  

become a storybook.

Read on  
to find out 
how you can 
be part of  
our story...
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Submit
New and established artists 
are invited to submit designs 
that will transform the blank 
BookBench sculptures. 

Apply
Successful artists are 
commissioned to apply 
their designs (ranging from 
traditional to new media,  
fine art and graffiti) to  
the sculptures.

The Story Trail
Once all BookBenches are 
created, they will appear  
across Brighton & Hove in  
well-known visitor areas to 
create a free eight-week art  
trail in autumn 2026.

Select
Design ideas are presented 
to sponsors, who will each 
select their favourite. 

How it works
The story trail



1 October 2025
Artists application open

23 October 2026
Artists inspiration event 

4 January 2026
Deadline to submit  
your designs

March 2026
Selected artists 
confirmed

April – June 2026
Painting period 

July 2026
Deadline for completing 
your BookBench

September 2026
The Story Trail  
goes live

November 2026 
Your BookBench goes  
to auction to raise  
funds for Amaze

Artists timeline



Feature on our website, trail app and social media.1

2 Display your name on your sculpture plaque with 
additional information about you and your work. 

3
Receive unique opportunities to connect and 
network with other artists, businesses and the 
community. 

4
Have the option to attend The Story Trail Auction 
and see how much your work raises for your local 
disability charity, Amaze.  

5
Have the chance to work alongside a well-known 
local charity on a project which will make a real 
difference to families with children with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

Artists who are selected will

Artist payment
If selected as one of our 
artists, you will be paid an 
honorarium of £1,000  
on completion of your  
painted sculpture.

Join us

Be part of  
our story

This is an amazing opportunity for you to play 
a significant part in an exciting and popular 

event, supporting a local charity. Through taking 
part, you can connect with other local artists, 

businesses, community groups and schools. 

The story trail



Y ou can submit up to three 
designs (a maximum of two 
designs per artist will be 

chosen) to create your BookBench 
sculpture for the Story Trail. Please 
see the attached terms and 
conditions for details.

When planning your designs, please 
bear in mind that they should be 
appropriate for public display. The 
audience will be broad based, of all 
ages, and the trail will have an even 
greater interest for children. 

Content restrictions

Designs that are religious, political  
or sexual in nature will not be 
accepted. In addition, neither 
corporate logos nor advertising 
is allowed and we cannot accept 
designs which infringe on third party 
Intellectual Property. i.e. recognisable, 
published characters and brand 
assets, including celebrity likenesses.

Public use

The Story Trail is an interactive  
event so please bear in mind your 
sculpture will be repeatedly touched 
and repeatedly sat on by members of  

the public. It is not advisable for artists 
to attach items to the sculpture unless 
secured robustly as it is likely that 
they will be removed in a very short 
space of time. If your design includes 
an attachment, you will be required 
to supply information detailing any 
proposed materials and processes 
and explain how the attachment will 
be secured. You will be responsible 
for repairing any attachment which 
becomes broken during the event. 

Sculpture modifications

Please do not alter the basic 
sculpture shape but if you feel that 
you must please ensure the finished 
work remains structurally intact. It 
is recommended that only artists 
experienced in working with fibreglass 
submit designs that use this process. 
If an Artist’s design includes adapting 
the structure of the sculpture, the 
artist will be required to supply 
supporting information explaining 
how the alterations will be carried 
out. The Artist will be responsible 
for any associated resulting damage 
to the sculpture during the event 
and will be required to repair the 
sculpture wherever possible. 

Art forms

While we welcome all art forms, 
experience has taught us that  
collage and/or sticking paper or 
paper based products onto the 
sculpture does not prove as effective 
as painting. Please consider this 
before submitting your design.

Want to know more?
Read the full terms and conditions: 
www.amazesussex.org.uk/
thestorytrail/terms

Guidelines

Read these  
before submitting

The story trail



Email: hello@storytrail.org.uk 

Call us: 01273 234014  
(Monday – Thursday, 9-5pm)

Whatsapp Hannah: 07483 908935

www.amazesussex.org.uk/thestorytrail

Contact us today

In collaboration with


