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Welcome to our September e-newsletter  
 

     

The temperature’s finally come down and the kids are back at school – 
autumn’s here! We're pleased to bring you this update with the latest in 
Amaze news, services and useful information. 
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This issue includes: 
  

• New staff and structure 
• Celebrating 25 years of Amaze 
• SENDIASS stays at Amaze 
• School exclusions: SENDIASS explains 
• New resources on elective home education, EOTAS and school 

avoidance 
• Calling all runners and cyclists 
• Offers and competitions from Compass 
• Latest from Face 2 Face befriending 
• Amaze celebrates Pride 
• Call out for volunteers aged 18-25 
• New issue of Amazine, with a new look 
• Joint response to SEND review 
• PaCC round-up 
• Amaze workshops and events 

  
Enjoy! 
 

 

   

 

Latest news  
 

     

 

 

   

 

New staff and structure 
 

Our new CEO, Sally Polanski, takes over 
from Rachel Travers this month.  
  
Rachel was at the helm for 13 years but 
the four years Sally has spent as Deputy 
CEO at Amaze means we have a 
reassuring sense of continuity even amidst 
the change. 
  
This new term sees quite a few staff 
changes at Amaze, with existing 
employees moving on to new roles or new 
team members joining us to help grow our 
developing services.    
 

Learn more >  
 
  

 

   

 

Celebrating 25 years of Amaze 
 

Amaze is celebrating our 25th 
anniversary this year! 
 
We've got loads planned to mark the 
occasion, including a free 25th 
anniversary event, Amazing Bakes 
cookbook (the perfect Christmas present!), 
and we'll be launching a fundraising 
campaign to help us support more young 
people with SEND to succeed in education 
and employment. 
 
Young people at the groups are involved 
in the campaign, creating designs for 
tote bags and cards, and learning new 
skills in the process. 
 

Learn more >  
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https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/CRrBBtsZr20IJ3Mz0tqlRaEtzEQNhJJTHooECN-Q5bWD-G4TyNe3dBpM7co-xn86LtmmAJsTGEph-Tv7sjZeAdupYQnDImCF6oXSK7LV818eWQNUOhw1ynVefI4P-W3P66m92NrcE5_NYO4SdXlwrIpaFsQYeQIIfmGkaSpUnwdoxz-qJDaOxZMgmZOfU5ulLoJxRfuk39_l9yVROpXIC2qH1_fTSEyrpLGCl8sj0gfnXkOyNUiTpITI6oTCit3X5jb7SAWb8ZAHqO4urZ9HK6x3ijzq6uRqxcbMZxly71crBeRUy4yXq5CEcgoVvpX2nkWs6IOEIMr8N31la0IXdmJpnHWg_nEheodFVc0YXUi74G0oezZqe90YmR_W_jiV7A


  

 

SENDIASS stays at Amaze 
 

We are delighted to say Amaze was successful in 
winning the contract to provide families in East Sussex 
and Brighton & Hove with information, advice and 
support (IAS) on special educational needs and 
disability (SEND) for the next three years. 
 
The SENDIASS team has been reshaped to match the 
new contract and level of funding, but the service will 
not feel too different for you, our users. Read on to learn 
about the different levels of service we offer, 
depending on your needs. 
 

Learn more >  

 

 

  

 

SENDIASS  
 

     

 

 

   

 

School exclusions: what 
parents of children with SEND 
need to know 
 

It is a sad fact that children with SEND are 
more at risk of being excluded from 
school than children without additional 
needs. 
  
The SENDIASS advice line hears all too 
often from parents saying their child with 
SEND has been excluded. 
  
Read on to understand more about 
exclusions and what the SENDIASS 
team advises if this happens to your child. 
  
This detailed resource includes 
information on what an exclusion is; the 
process involved; what to do if your child is 
excluded; informal exclusions and part-
time timetables; and more. 
 

Read  more >  
 
  

 

   

 

New SENDIASS resources on 
home education, EOTAS and 
school avoidance 
 

From calls to our advice line, we know that 
families need more information about 
home education. 
  
Our SENDIASS team has created three 
brand new fact sheets on Elective Home 
Education (EHE), Education Other Than at 
School (EOTAS) and School Avoidance 
and Attendance Issues. 
  
They explain the differences between 
EOTAS and EHE, including the legal 
differences, and summarise what parent 
carers need to know about home 
education for children with SEND, 
whether they have an education, health 
and care (EHC) plan or not. They also 
include lots of helpful resources for further 
information. 
 

Read our fact sheets >  
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https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/M3v5n__wawfHYPLU4ly0Bb1LS8ya5G8WBToarPOz-LOv_7A1jODETgQXnISXvRVmdtF_Gr6pSosWsIx3kMbm5KHpmeW0b0QFMksbMOb0wTthIuMYwLZuaTLpMyPliTCptf-b_xKmmOiJ3JhSBBRo4tfV4lhtPKQ7abI2Xih2Hk4yOtpvICDnfW1rtvO8g4Tr4Pl0vwlqRG6JGZdgTHmDtY2nfE1HoGWQZ_qtn-SmdhhrLtW6_8yBvno2rWhX-WyBrLy3Krz3qRvS3TK4FbgtsxLZRhaxkQhNw_LyWubmUSWHYfLI733XvuPIOawjHsAGg7BeqJg6-L_O-VWixIh7qW8DQuMIiwYocyxVVqI
https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/lzp0kfvJ04EaEKJkOLmTERxvmcnJDaPoK2A9W0kXf-ZZSslZ7XhgKR7npbgCJ9ACJXkSzyaR54HKChdZY-NopM-oPwSirsqHiP2caDtyDRD1Uw4nWASZtKz7Efvmed8VoqWUnwtRqjoQuDlAKtE58gD5abqFvAJ-1WYZmVLZ1d-Fk6-4h78SARyiNWRHh2jXrjRdprMFp7dm5AfoTHc0YCEbZH1674Owh5uotDTu117tYACE-Tn8jRijJdkubUhKu1_a-7KyTF5bSYYgIsDa73vYdK89OdYdCc-u9WxAuC6ekExOM1v8DA82pWFoSDvEcdZRjf6AQ2E9F-nFlVyTytL9Lu5I4kAS


  

 

Calling all runners and cyclists! 
 

For those of you up for a challenge we have charity 
places for the Brighton Half Marathon taking place on 
26 February 2023 and Brighton Marathon on 2 April 
2023. We also have places for Brighton Marathon 
Ride (the cycle ride which takes place before the 
Marathon). 
 
Whether this is your first time entering a race or you are 
a seasoned runner, we would love to have you as part 
of Team Amaze! This also goes for anyone who has 
their own place. Our fundraising team will be on hand to 
support you every step of the way. 
 
Email us at fundraising@amazesussex.org.uk or call us 
on 01273 234014 to find out more. 
 

Email us >  
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Latest news from the Compass team 
 

Phew, we made it through the summer! Hopefully your Compass Card helped to ease 
the financial burden. 
  
We’re always looking out for new offers and fun stuff to do in and around the city, and 
are thrilled to partner with Globalls at the Marina for 10% off adventure golf courses and 
carnival games. Brighton Toy Museum are continuing to hold their early-opening SEND 
sessions for Compass families. The inclusive family fun days at Moulsecoomb Leisure 
Centre continue on the last Sunday of the month, and St Luke’s Swimming Pool 
continue to hold their free SEND sessions every Saturday from 3pm to 4pm. 
  
You may have seen our #CompassSummerCompetitions social media campaign, 
where we've given away dozens of free entry tickets to Compass Card holders. But 
we've saved the best 'til last with our #BackToSchool competition! 
  
One lucky card holder will win a pool party for up to 30 people at St. Luke's Swimming 
Pool - like, share and comment on our Facebook or Instagram post to be in with a 
chance of winning. The competition is running until Friday 23 September - good luck! 
  
Stay up to date with all things Compass on our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
 

Find offers >  
 
  

 

 

   

  

 

Latest from Face 2 Face befriending 
 

Our Face 2 Face befriending project is busy as ever this 
autumn! Our parent carer support groups are back 
after the summer break, plus learn about our new group 
for parent carers of 16 to 25 year olds, and our work 
with the Neurodevelopmental Pathway (NDP) Family 
Training and Navigation Service.  
  
We also have a free training programme for new 
volunteer befrienders starting soon, so now’s the 
perfect time to think about whether you could get 
involved and use your hard-won skills and knowledge to 
help other parent carers. 
 

Read more >  
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https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/9g5fsezB9BFHcBCV6LKn6z58kkxiXMqTggR-3iDCxLdly2njzOc-LRNEp-sqEyCssnTthuF_m13MleDA9ij38-UbPJ1M2srtjKv5SRfR3fxgaD8mKSt59euCJeYuPJgDgOsujeb89B8Mvi6AMWXfUEeqN0WPSr-H53EBJ7qTJO3miulxZSD-C02jCvT9ugYfQXohh74ko_NME8XhkBw_y1Gul79M4gTAKj3vUMdSGdz1v287GOPlqXQHuXgEyoUov5RYQmVzv92VQD87iyKcMSgpLQsHAFbltprPdh1v6APpvKLJGBfraOVNmNN-cXnQWXvb5u_sSBBns_ZRHvOk8koa-H0MNMUpmN2coA45Pn3PylZeicq-6XlLug_P9gBkdfsEulmkkYID_ZTCe_P7kfHs4w
https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/xK4eIY0535YeGUBs9l4DdZiM7d_S-bHwEoDDQIomvrbc678U0wzbbNEGsSCnRGsp8TNl22tw35iCgaBWqZQHP7a824fF8UnzW55i_AOcV3Fmf2YBiq5QGRgKREUWPI9OITdNIRxgfutK19Oc5U3qQWVrV5ARNms4zb8rNwASfmTe5kbryyI0si-vCerkM8_mJUO09QHwNBCP92QewkoWtJ7UkhRLnUxyFjuUA-_P517mT7Km6oC03e83HdonRQyEnFhbSgc1pm-P6RPMJo1Qplz3t5mo8_3Zxw6DpeWCjgaU_LNiSPVKLUvsLS5CmHqPXPg92bOlyJgbTckDzjvclg
https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/M8yl5NnxNNxqK0mOwwmBTNRy3iU2Cjvw0Z2EJd8tD5lE92ZxqgteCvescdDo-FhOHDZVM5ajE4zRscOO96CuUVGR-3zbeVNxsNwxz27i47sFpCp8ZQ__YrVh-atx0CSAeA2ndDtEhnuQ2dQIyjsLztWF7SbYh6-4rAWlRuvfmzO3eFnK9I4wRRy4BNUObeyO8rnt8MeQm0ZA8AiJoFS1UbzqjEDI98YPqZJncuxrS-Md6Z4lXhIjv9guY80J5sGIWiIyg3A_QwyRCcrYljERve33YNDzRXibfzm2KPEuuql9INtlsrn8pOj5LN5oGVKYG9r4Og
https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/gxJcWIyDJkPZruwb7uRMyFewu-C4t4QHvceL8XuqWkD2B3l1_rxBCFeFjM37Sr7U5Yc4408MjXtFAscYnN81iv8RQzIUnSVWij-8VQ49o_HD-qeKcJmDExGsYYKcLxWz4XqpIuzS5ypHbe0O-zbBViBUBwOg5jWyXtBZ7jGsDUMx0dIKPiiC81Ycp5VAirk2DutJPhgEzjORl2A2F9h_AfK7yNl6AqZ0qKKBk64cxGSWJi1FXzLc_mzIhuLkVkZgxR-v1jCJ5wSujG2mVhQVtdt_rWxYfGkxkh0hzA919jzewhFfIsnhfE3YSnNpKr_vsQ8I5RzFh-Mlci9yPx7-lMw
https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/WJxOC2tLKHrocRjA6O76xp8CRQWvlA2gZpLyKBTWou8-4Dpx8Ui6LaF2gjwsSQPjooFXk_G8WHdlfhToDtUuoaePIcSR2vUuwKGQjKXH8b-xpAIu5TNFu3Ggqi98uYfeyb6QiGOWLHxcEslgSE9ysGqD5Pm17v3dO9zc5wQqhKIEXDR0OA2bothjGovs0sUVJdd2UtyzX14QHcuAFYUx5wR0HTiN8K-Q0RYeA3QUOV2UOkvnNhKx59N_-XQC1FzajHpn94MnfBXI28Z435ag8oVyh-Mt2gUJUjD2OU0QltUv-ZLrNe1NN_5dP5T60QRViqa2UVREDbrCe0vWN_s-Nm2sctDwD1Zj9Q
https://2qb14.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/q8AJ92r-ORgFmyR6_aOqeYvfRFVrKCV0tjjDa4b71kaYuHwVQtBd8fi2ytHReao9V0zG_k89Ks6FRt632X7v-36Xq7khZ1EAoooGCPUBkb3SSNF4NWDbKIk01Y1oPVlkhvLLGqMSKkl4cQnqWyUyaA8w_cXyi_mU5HWIj_ZMOmWDshQ6861sHh-F_6LzBO_d1ZbR9ysFCG-O1rKlgL0MNIemhbHn6bv0QcUPEgTaP9zX2C5fLZuuUzRMm5FgaJ_pmNj2XTZxEwJfnhTjqGpkEASqYxzk-f3lEen9BexQxS7Tv0ol2haHYjSDQR9q5t-lALHwjgzgooZxWT1I4e7Eo4whRKV47YqdFRvB2_-7LsydU7IMJa3Q9W0qdBxkSvoSOJfBUE3TsfqgvEOgvykQfb_lgAx1eEa7_s2etCEkqnbaT1J5hM462_ewjaY0TKG1Pxkf5g


Young people  
 

     

 

 

   

 

Amaze celebrates Pride 
 

Young People’s Voice Intern, Pagane Gacheva, tells us all about the fantastic time 
Amaze had at Brighton Pride this year, and why it’s important the voices of young 
people with SEND are heard in the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 

Read on >  
 
  

 

 

   

  

 

Call out for volunteers 
 

We’re looking for more young people to join our friendly 
team of volunteer peer supporters in Brighton & 
Hove. Peer supporters volunteer at our peer support 
activity groups. 
  
You must be aged 18-25 and either have additional 
needs yourself, or have had experiences that help you 
understand what it’s like to have additional needs. 
You must live in Brighton & Hove. 
  
We provide free training, starting 4th October. 
 

Learn more and get in touch >  
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New issue of Amazine 
 

The latest issue of our young people's e-zine, 
Amazine, is here - now with a fresh new look! 
  
Andre tells us about befriending a squirrel through The 
Wild Mind Project, Bobby recommends some great 
lesbian films, Jordan tells us about a trip to Madame 
Tussauds, and Charlotte shares pictures of her new 
puppy Luna. 
  
You can also read about all the brilliant things our 
Amazing Futures groups have been getting up to! 
 

Read the Amazine >  

 

   

  

  

 

Amaze, ESPCF and PaCC have their say 
on the SEND Review 
 

On 29 March the government published the SEND 
Review: Right support, right place, right time, a 
consultation on the special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND) and alternative provision (AP) 
system in England. The consultation set out proposed 
reforms to the SEND and AP system 
 
Amaze, PaCC and ESPCF prepared a joint response 
to the review, based on the insights we've already 
received from your feedback. 
 

Read the joint response >  
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PaCC round-up - September 2022 
 

PaCC has updates for you on Home to School Transport, and increased 
capacity within the council SEN team, and you can read more about their 
work with the council on increasing the number of specialist places for 
autistic children and young people. 
 
They’ve also been busy recruiting, so please meet Leila Erin-Jenkins and 
Vanessa De Guzman (pictured above), who are joining the PaCC team as 
Engagement Workers. You can also read a profile on Victoria Captain 
Johnson-Kio, one of the new PaCC steering group reps. 
 
Finally, this is the last PaCC round-up from Chair Diana Boyd, as she’s moving 
on to pastures new, taking a job as Family Carer Advisor to the national SEND 
team at NHS England. Current Vice-Chair Becky Robinson will be taking over 
as PaCC Chair. 
 

Read PaCC update >  
 
  
 

 

   

 

Workshops and events  
 

     

 

 

   

 

How to claim DLA 
 

This free workshop led by 
Lizzie Batten will help you 
identify whether your child 
is likely to get Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA) 
and help you make a 
strong claim. The 
workshop takes place on 
Weds 19 October from 
10.30am to 12 noon. 
  
 

Book now >  
 
  

 

   

 

SEN support in 
school 
 

A free workshop for 
parents who are worried 
about the progress their 
child is making at school 
(where the child doesn’t 
have an EHC plan). The 
session takes place on 
Thurs 29 September from 
10.30am to 12.30pm. 
  
 

Book now >  
 
  

 

   

 

Preparation for 
adulthood 
 

This free SENDIASS Zoom 
workshop is for parent 
carers of young people 
with SEND in Year 9 and 
above with an EHC plan. 
On Mon 17 October from 
10.30am to 12.30pm, it 
covers health, education, 
employment, housing and 
more. 
 

Book tickets >  
 
  

 

 

   

 

For a full list of Amaze workshops, visit our Eventbrite page. 
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Enjoyed this newsletter? 
If the newsletter has been a good read, and you can afford to give back, please 
make a donation and ‘pay it forward’ so we can help another family. Thank you. 
 
Donate online: www.justgiving.com/amaze/donate 
Donate by text: To donate £5, please text AMAZE 5 to 70085 (texts cost £5 + 
one standard rate message). 
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This is the Brighton & Hove version of our newsletter. If you would prefer to receive the 
East Sussex version, please email charlotte@amazesussex.org.uk 
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